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Dear Granville Educational Community,  

On behalf of the entire Board of Education and myself, I want to extend the warmest of holiday wishes to 

you and your family. This has, without a doubt, been an incredibly unique year for everyone. The lives of 

every student, parent, faculty member, staff member, and administrator have unquestionably been 

impacted, in one way or another, by the events of the past ten months. We have all worked together to 

maintain as much of a sense of normalcy as possible throughout this time. In doing so, we have addressed 

new challenges and obstacles each day. Things such as new technologies or, in some cases, a lack of 

technology, ever-changing rules, and requirements outside of our control, new expectations, or missed 

traditions have presented unforeseen challenges and opportunities for growth and new learning. Together, 

we are working through this and moving education forward. We are making the best that we can out of 

the situation we find ourselves in. To each one of you, I want to say thank you for your effort, your 

positivity, and your commitment to the Granville Central School District’s educational mission.  

Like other milestones this year, the winter holiday season poses its own unique set of challenges. 

Traditionally, we all enjoy classroom parties, luncheons, Secret Santa and other gift exchanges at school. 

Like other time-honored traditions, COVID-19 has caused things to change. Classroom parties and 

luncheons cannot be supported by our reopening plans or the current guidance we have from our health 

care professionals. Such settings pose too high a degree of risk for the transmission, spread, and potential 

quarantine of our students and staff. Granville has been extremely fortunate to date, and we must continue 

to do everything in our power to protect the continuity of our program.  

 Along these lines, traditional gift exchanges from staff member to staff member, student to a staff 

member, or student to student pose an additional set of challenges. Home-baked treats, and other gifts 

traveling from one home to another, though well-intended and kind, provide the opportunity to let our 

guard down and serve to increase the risk of virus transmission. Yes, I know I sound like the Grinch, but 

this is not a good idea under the current circumstances and should be avoided. I would suggest the 

following for your consideration as an alternative. If you were planning to give a gift to someone at 

school, perhaps instead, you could make a similar monetary donation to a local charity or school-related 

group on behalf of that person. This year, there is an increased need, and I am sure the donations would 

be greatly appreciated and well used to assist people in our community. 

 If I do not have the opportunity to communicate with you between now and the break. I hope that you 

enjoy every moment of it, that you get some rest, and that you return next year ready to continue the good 

work we have done to date.  

  

Warmest regards,  

Tom  

 


